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This Orientation Manual for Provincial Child and Youth Care Associations was first 

published in January 2008.  The goal of the document is simple: to provide 

information to those child and youth care professionals who have or wish to strike a 

committee and establish an association for their province or territory.  

The Council of Canadian Child and Youth Care Associations formally came into being 

in 1987. Since 1981 like minded child and youth care professionals had been 

gathering at annual national conferences to network and foster professional 

development through workshops and addresses. In 1986, the Council formally took 

over the responsibility of the now biannual national conference and began the work 

of developing itself as a representative organization.  

The early years were devoted to establishing the national conferences and becoming 

accustomed to meeting annually and sharing views on each membŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ 

development. In 1994, President Wilfred Jackson guided the board through an 

intensive exercise on role and purpose. First printed on purple paper, this became 

known as the purple paper and was subject to intense debate, discussion and 

resolution. It set out an ambitious program for the Council, one which continues to 

guide it today. The logo was developed and accepted in 1995. Also, that year, the 

National Child and Youth Care Award became established on a biannual schedule. 

The website was rolled out in 1995 and has evolved ever since.  

In 2000, the Council partnered with the Association of Child and Youth Care 

Professionals and the Child and Youth Care Association of Ohio for the International 

Child and Youth Care Conference-Together 2000. Since that time this partnership has 

been extended to include other internationals in Victoria, Montreal and Fort 

Lauderdale. 

In 2002, Newfoundland hosted the national conference and in doing so completed a 

circle that had seen the conferences cycle through all the member associations at 

least once, often twice. The first pre-conference working day took place that year as 

well. Known as Standards and Regulations, it brought together representatives from 

across the membership to discuss seeking national standards of care. The then 

President, Heather Modlin nurtured this initiative through several conference 

working days, all chaired and facilitated by Carol Stuart. While the blueprint for a 

process of national dialogue was established, the initiative rests at this time. The 

tƻǎǘŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нллтΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪΦ {ƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

Continued on page 3 
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President ς David Connolly, Prince Edward Island 

Vice - President ς Kelly Shaw, Nova Scotia 

Secretary ς Lori Leonard, Newfoundland 

Treasurer ς Cherie Smith, Manitoba 

Communications ς Garth Goodwin, Member Emeritus 

(non voting position serving at the pleasure of the Council) 

Provincial Directors 

Roger Fortin - Quebec 

Jennifer Foster - Ontario 

Rob Bates - British Columbia 

Byron Rayne - New Brunswick 

Mark Kelly - Yukon 

 

The Council of Canadian Child and Youth Care Associations is 

made up of active member provincial and territorial 

associations. Child and Youth Care Associations serve the 

front line practitioners, educators, administrators and 

associates of the profession of child and youth care seeking 

to provide professional development for this important 

work. The Council is the national networking organization 

representing the profession in Canada. The Council strives to 

promote the association movement throughout the nation. 

 Please go to www.cyccanada.ca for further information.  

The Council is governed by a potential thirteen member 

Board of Directors. The Directors are elected from each 

provincial and territorial association. The Board of Directors 

elects an executive committee consisting of a president, 

vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. The past president 

fills the final position and acts as chairman of the board. 

 

project has developed for publications including Faculty of 

Child and Youth Care documents at Ryerson University and 

the Journal of Relational Child and Youth Care Practice.  

As the first decade of the new millennium approaches, the 

Council continues its mandate with Making Connections, the 

16
th
 National Conference set for Winnipeg in spring of 2010. 

With the exception of Saskatchewan, all founding members 

continue to have functioning associations and the Yukon is 

the first territory to be attempting to establish an 

association. The Scope of Practice and definition of the field 

were finalized. Finally, a generational shift on the board has 

taken place as long term representatives move into 

supporting roles and younger representatives have come to 

the table.  

This is fitting as child and youth care work has now 

expanded beyond its once primary focus of residential care 

to include fostering, educational assisting, hospital assisting, 

private practice and a myriad of services for youth across the 

country. Increasingly, the board is reflective of this diversity 

and sensitive towards its professional development.  

Editor Garth Goodwin 

 
About the Council 

Current Board 

R-L: Rob Bates ς CYCABC, Kelly Shaw ςVice President, NSCYCWA, David Connolly ς 

President, CYCAPEI, Cherie Smith ς Treasurer, CYCWAM, Jennifer Foster ς OACYC, 

Lori Leonard ς Secretary, CYCANL 

http://www.cyccanada.ca/
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How the Council Can Support your Association 

The Council is supported financially by membership fees from each participating association, and by private donations. 

o The Council supports the Provincial Associations in selecting a National Child and Youth Care Award Recipient 

from nominations open to the national membership. Provincial associations have to vet these nominations 

and an Award committee chaired by the Vice President makes the selection. Sitting Council representatives 

cannot be nominated. 

o The Council meetings occur annually usually in conjunction with a conference such as a large Provincial 

Conference or the Bi-annual National Conference 

o During the National meetings two to three nights accommodation expenses at a selected venue are paid in full 

by the Council 

o The Council provides the following to the Provincial host for the National Conference: 

Á $1000 toward sponsorship of opening reception (increased in 2007 from $750) 

Á $5000 Seed money, refundable following the conference (increased in 2007 from $3500). The 

recommended refund to the Council includes the $5000 and a minimum 10% of the 

conference profits although most associations grant a higher percentage knowing this is the 

most significant income for the Council. 

Á National /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜō-site. The Council has provided website and 

hosting for Together 2000, InvestiƴƎ Lƴ /ŀǊŜΣ CǊƻƳ {Ŝŀ ǘƻ {ŜŀΣ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

Bridges.  

Á Recognition through the Past Conference Program Plaques Initiative 

Á Support and encouragement 

 

Pins 

Over the years a number 
of pins have supported 
conferences. If you have 
one or more of these pins 
you have something very 
rare and should hang on to 
it or them.  

1986-Creating a 
Balance featured a 
brilliant plastic pin that 
has never been 
duplicated. 

1996-Committed to the 
Challenge. A 1000 were made, 
perhaps 200 distributed before 
the bowl of pins went missing. 
All logo apparel was stolen as 
well, not a good year for 
branding.   

1998-Investing in 
Care. The Council has 
a pin created in Nova 
Scotia. Gold with black 
and red enamels, a 
1000 are distributed 
through 98-99. 

2000-Together 2000. Five 
hundred pins based on 
DŀǊǘƘ DƻƻŘǿƛƴΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ ŦƻǊ 
the conference are 
distributed at the first 
combined 
national/international. 
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The Goals of the Council are to promote the development of child and youth care as a profession in Canada and ensure 

the delivery of quality care.  

ü To encourage the formation of new provincial CYC associations where none exists. 

ü To promote the North American Code of Ethics for CYC professionals. 

ü To provide discounts on membership fees at national conferences to members of provincial and 

territorial  

associations. 

ü To act as an agent for the promotion of professional child and youth care training within colleges, 

universities, and other educational institutions. 

ü To advocate for children and youth at a national level. 

ü To assist in the development of educational and training materials. 

Go to www.cycanada.ca Role and Purpose for more information 

 

Goals of the Council 

A pier on Lake Winnipeg in Manitoba provided a visual 
metaphor on life as a journey to an unknown, finite end. 
Few experience a straight and true lifeline. Most would 
zig and zag in reaction to situations. This was a great 
reminder that perfection may be a fine concept but no 
necessarily much utility in child and youth care work.   

Two young people in empathic communication sitting on 
one of several teaching sailboats in Gimili, Manitoba 
brought to mind residential care units or group homes. 
Child and youth care professionals work with groups 
often at residential, purpose and therapeutic levels. 
Group skills are important to acquire and practice. 

http://www.cycanada.ca/

