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Thom Garfat has a tradition of using between the two cechairs for the to take the cue and run with it,

images to show his child and youth care  conference: Jessicaigk and Cherie something they did at one of the better
audiences waving across the world. The ~ Smith.Between them, contrasting attended opening meet and greets |
image above is actually three, stitched styles of polish andtraight shooter have seen for some time. | arrived late
together and so the focus of the central melded into command and to find the nibbles and nosh long gone

panel is a little off but the enthusiasm of = competency were seen time and time and the room still alive and kicking as
audiencefortts [ 2 NNJ Ay S C again.Of course, the registrants had  folks renewed their conections from
keynote was not. Everyone wanted to conferences past and set about doing
make that last connection to potential the networking that will se¢hem

future audiencef child and youth care renewing old ties in conferences future

people
The conference was opened with the

usual official address from local
dignitaries. Now, usually these are
often the traditional set platitudes but
in this case, the contrast between a fe
was notable. The Mayaf Winnipeg,
Sam Katz spoke daisincerely and

The 18" National Child and Youth Care
Conference, hosted by the Child and
Youth Care Workers Associatioh o
Manitoba has now gone dowrs#heir

third and perhaps the most friendly and
connected in the history of the national
conference cycle itself. Much of that tone

was set by the demonstrated connection Continuedon page3
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Perhaps it is right that only a few possibly foolhardy souls attempt to publish a
newsletter for a child and youth care audience. For many years, it was standar
to have a workshop on writing at the conferences. | even tried one out in Calge
one year, specifically for those interested in child and youth care association
newsletter production. No one showed up. Amazingly, things still get written,
SFOK &@SINJF FTS¢ Y2NB o0221az Syz2dAaK
conferences. Whilthat notion can be given a few more years of consideration
this conference issue ofcCanadavill have to make do with our humble efforts
with a few exceptions.

The primary exception would be Jessica Lusk who thankfully gave into my ann
appeals to havehe story of the volunteers from Manitoba to New Orleans told
in some format. She contributédew Orleans: Implications for Youth Caew
along the way she also athaired Making Connections, the™Bational CYC
Gonference this issue concerned itseith. Remember her name though as she
intends to create a naprofit organization called CYCLES which will formally
structure the volunteer experience for child and youth care on a global basis.
Aside from supporting the initiative, this writer can actyalbw anticipate what

to do for a few weeks or more in retiremeiihe world certainly needs all the
help it can endure and especially so, its young people at risk.

The second exception may be Ron Strauss, the original nominator of Berry Go
for the National Child and Youth Care Award. That the award continues and thi
it continues to perform its function of displaying the best of a child and youth
care career is important to me personally as tfeecipient but more for how
each successive reciptaetemonstrates aspects of where this work can take a
person. It can always be more than doing the job itself.

As a columnist for thRelational Journal of Child and Youth (Rractice
inspirations are now coming from beyond digectexperience. That a fe

events this year involved public demonstrations by child and youth care
professions was significant to me as one who accepted that providing an
essential service by definition rules out such thingshhas it often does
Christmasypsually your birthdagnd of course, long weekend&nything that
respectfully raises the profile of this work is to be encouraged as | attempt to d

in Rally Around...

Finally as webmastetthe last few weeks have been devoted to giving th® 17
national a promotional profileThere is a title, a theme, an image and logo but
none of it matters unless you are there to make it happen. Please bookmark th
site and follow along. It would be good to belong to a visiting delegation once
again.

Gath Goodwin Editor

New Orleans:
Implications
for Youth Care

Hurricane Katrina formed
over the Bahamas in August
2005. The world watched its
path of destruction in
disbelief. We then watched
in horror as the levee system
that protected New Orleans
failed. Various organizations
responded to the desperate
need for help in all aspects of
life from search and rescue tc
basic human needs. Here in
Winnipeg, | was one of
millions watching the
unfolding events and wishing
there was something | could
do to help. | was in my secont
year of my Child and Youth
Care Diploma at Red River
College. My entire class was
watching and discussing the
events in New Orleans while
balancing the many classes
and assignments that are par
of the course. It became the
focus d conversation on
breaks and in some of our
classes. It was from these
discussions that talk of how
we could help developed.
One of my fellowclassmates,
Melissa Degroot, said that sh
had seen a call for help in
Louisiana on CYet and
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we did have a practicum block coming up in November. |
emailed the originator of the call, Frank Eckles, that night
and the rest as they say is history.

The entire class became involved in the process ¢
organiking how we could get there. Only 9 students were
FotS G2 3A23 odzi ¢S O2dzZ Ry
support and help of the classmates that stayed behind.
There were a lot of factors that had to fall into place for a
New Orleans practicum experienceftdl into place. We
had to raise funds, find a placement that would provide
room and board for all of us going, our faculty created
additional training for those going, as well as a criteria for
who would go. The energy and support thrown behind the
projed was phenomenal. In the end, we were in New
Orleans for three weeks as practicum students at a facilit
called Hope Haven. It was a life changing experience. W
had the privilege of meeting and working with some of the
most amazing people | have ever m&hey ensured that
we not only had a place to eat and live but that we had ai
opportunity to see and experience New Orleans.

There are no words to describe the devastation ol
to express the feelings that were raised by the stories of
loss and survivdhat we heard. The Staff and the youth at
Hope Haven were a testament to resiliency. We may hav
provided them with a fresh set of hands and a listening e:
but they gave us as much in return. All of us came home
from the experience; better youth care prtitioners and
strengthened human beings. We learned the importance
connection and relationship building. We tested new skill:
under fire. Most importantly, we learned that our
profession is essential and adaptable, and something to |
proud of. The fildl of youth care can come together in a
crisis and support each other as professionals. It was an
important lesson and experience for me. It became more
than a practicum experience. It became my professional
dream.
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Most importantly,
we learned that
our profession is
essential and
adaptable, and
something to be
proud of.

Jessica Lusk

On our return home, there were issues tha
arouse. We had experienced something others had no
and crossing that language barrier was also a learning
experience. It remains a tool | have added to my tool b
as a youth worker when working with youth that have
experiences out of my realm of congdrension. Classes
resumed and life went on back here in Winnipeg but I,
like so many others, kept thinking about our experienc:
back home. | began to explore the possibility of creatin
an international organization that would be able to do
exactly what v@ had done in New Orleans on a
permanent basis. | began to discuss the possibilities w
people who had been involved in the New Orleans
experience. There was a positive response to the
concept. It has been a slow but steady process. Small
group discussios lead to research done by Red River
College on the volunteer experience. The results of the
research were presented at the International Conferen
in 2009. It supports not only the creation of such and
agency but, and most importantly, the experience of
volunteering during a crisis. Our profession is capable
changing the way agencies face emergencies and in h
we support the youth that we are all passionate about
when they are faced by times of crisis.
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with extreme gratitude for the work and reassurance our work
provides parents. There was polite recognition he was thinkin
of early childhood educators or child care workers. This comn
misperception wasicely saved by Family Services and
Consumer Affairs Minister Gord Mackintosh who spoke about
KAa fSENYyAYy3I Ay KA& LR2NILITF2f.
us all in the work you db placing child and youth care squarely
in that special niche it occigs working with youth at risk.
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The conference was graced by three keynote speakers who . i _ )
Minister Gord Mackintosh being greeted by 1996 Conference Chair, Be

beMeen them wonderfully illustrated elfaments of the.theme o Weibe: conference advisor, Dawne MacK&jiddenton, and 1986
making connections. Thom Garfat provided the opening addr ConferenceChair Karl GompfKarland Bevalso introduced keynote
joking there may have been a concaver hisstamina. Ever speakersThom and Nils, respectively

respectful and sensitive on context, Thom openingduiewing
al yAG2o0l Qa KAaG2NAROIf SRS
Tommy Douglas and Margaret Lawrentheir efforts at
connection welcomed the first settlers, created a proenc
secured the vote for women, created universal health care an
elevated everyday prairie living to the level of literature,
respectively Small actions taken that shaped a nation. Thom
guided the audience through evidence based practice regardi
our ablities to connect and ended with asking everyone to list
to and respond to the bids for attention young people are
making all the timeThat those bids often require interpretation
and insight to hear is what child and youth care is about, that
practitioners listen and respond appropriately is the challenge

recognize and appreciate. Both Thom and Nils stayeaiiginout
the conference connecting with the registrants and eater.

The closing keynote address was reserved for Lorraine E. Fox.
Fast, again building on the theme of connection introduced her
friend since 1982 noting she has visited the proviregutarly Deb
noted their relationship has grown from off putting doubt to famil
relations over that time. Lorraine nicely turned the theme on its
head noting how the very connections between child and youth
care workers often set them outside the conviEmal norms
placing them in a unique situation in society. She detailed 21
characteristics or qualities of child and youth care practitioners

. . . Continuedbn page6
Due to a cancelation, Thom recommended his cousin, author

actor, media specialist Nils Ling to take the central keynote
address in his role as a humourist. Nils had the advantage of
being Winnipeg brn and bred so he could speak with some
authority on tribal connections. He introduced the audience tc
the Winnipeg game in which everyone invariably meets other:
there by asking where they come from. Gradually, they drill
down from the city to the neigharhood to the specific blocks of
streets to establish their urban credentials. Upon moving to :
Prince Edward Island twenty years ago, he noted he remains | ‘nng
WFNRY ¢l &Q RdzS G2 GKIFG Aaft|
birth as the qualifier for resident stasuNils went on to tell
stories, sing a song or two and generally take the audience in
his truth of series which detail the connections between peopl
with wonderful insight. Those who want more can look for his
books or should they be on PEI, check thét local theatre
offerings to see if he is performing live while they are there.
Both are certainly recommended as they realize an appreciati
of the human condition child and youth care workers can
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Rally Around...

More and more, child and youth care workers are becoming more publicly
demonstrative regarding issues important to them. On May 3, 2010 around 2C
child and youth care professionals hel&ally forWagesat the Manitoba
LegislatureA series of speakeraitined the kind of work that is done in child an
youth care and wondered why, on average, they were paid $15,000 less pery
than the local bus drivers, no offence intended to them, simply a similar work
profile, 24/7 work, life and death responsibidis, dealing with people. In
9RY2yili2ys OKAfR IyR @&2dziK OF NS LINE?
protest the closing of a facility for extreme youth at risk operatedbgco

Homes The facility came under scrutiny and lost income from gifaents when
two of itsemergency admissiorisft without permission and murdered a couple
in the local community. The President of the Council, David Connolly wrote to
Minister Weil of Quebemn January 2019 If Bill 21 is passed without the inslion
of Educators, it would btaking an enormous step back in providing mental
health services to troubled young people and their families in the Province of
Quebecé ¢ Kh8 isBe was the exclusion of the Educators of Quebec from
legislation affectingnental health services which would see them loose their
professional rights and responsibilities relative to social workers, clinicians ani
others in the lives of young people in care.

Child and youth care professionals work in a unique yet closed syst@anada.
The provincial governments or those recognized or contracted by them operai
the care systemm this country. On one hand, provincial and federal
governments pay for the services contracted by social workers with set rate
schedules and guideks to follow.On the other, hose same governments
oversee and licence the facilities youth attend or reside in and further employ
oversee the social workers and supporting professionals who work with them.
Still, in the scheme of things, those who Wwam the front line providing the
direct intervention and care often go begging, pretty much living with the level
compensatiorsomehow magically set by all the parties in play. That level of
compensatiorcan range from the locally recognized provinaihimum wage to
a decent living wage. This varies from province to province across the country
in some instances with noticeable extremes.

Certainly, every now and then, especially around national and international
conferences hosting provincial Pné&rs write a letter or occasionally attend the
2LISyAy3a (G2 RSEAGSNI g2NRa 2F NBO23y
g2N)] @&2dz R2Q Fa OKAfR FyR &2dzikK OF1
of recognition is given by the Premier to theeal child and youth care associatiol
or to an individual child and youth care agency by a local organization that do
such things.

For much of my career, this writer has felt pretty much like a bottom feeder on
the lowest rung of a mysterious laddey &nd from nowhere. Control and thrift
ruled with never enough money for wages or care giving needs anduhisus
resignation that one was doing this for the kids being the norm. To see people
finding their voice and raising the profile of aspects afcchnd youth care work is
encouraging and does something to at least dint that prevailing sense of fofilit
the compensation fronthat can mark much of this work.
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